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be misunderstood, and as the charge of over-legis-
lation so often   made   against the Government of
India proceeds to a great extent upon the supposi-
tion that they have in fact misunderstood it, it is
necessary to explain somewhat more fully in what
sense I understand it, and believe it to have been
understood by the  Government of   India.     When
I say that India should be governed on European
principles, I mean  only that it should be governed
on those principles which have been shown by the
experience of Europe to be essential to the attainment
of peace, order, wealth, and progress in the arts and
sciences.    I advisedly pass over the question as to
the persons by whom these principles should be ap-
plied.    It would lead me too far to enter in this place
upon the question of the division of Government
employments between Europeans and natives.    No
one can feel more distinctly than I the madness of
the smallest unnecessary interference with the social
habits or religious opinions of the country.    I would
not touch a single one of  them   except in cases
of extreme necessity;  but I feel that, in the long
run, the mere introduction of peace, law, order, un-
restricted  competition   for wealth, knowledge,  and
honours, and an education to match, will produce a
social revolution throughout every part of India, modi-
fying every part of the daily life of the natives, and
changing every article of all their creeds.    The due
discharge of the one indispensable duty of keeping
the peace, the suppression throughout the Empire of
violent crime and of intestine war, will as inevitably